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safe for use as food, with possible loss in the meantime o
favourable markets.
Cost of Claims
No one has yet attempted to assess in detail the financial
possibilities of claims following an incident affecting a large area
It is apparent that there could be a considerable accumulation
of claims for injury to persons and also for damage or alleged
damage to their property, including land and animals.
As has been seen, claims might also be made for loss of use
of buildings and land through denial of access. It might be
necessary to meet the cost of alternative accommodation for
families, and to deal with claims for loss of use of private and
business premises as well as farm land. Loss of profits through
denial of access to business and other premises might also be
the subject of claims. It is even possible to imagine substantial
claims through a watershed having been affected in such a way
that the water supply to a large city could not be used and heavy
expense might have to be incurred in making alternative
supplies available.
Other Features
Throughout this chapter reference has been made to third
party claims. In so far as those claims relate only to radioactive
contamination caused to persons, it must be borne in mind that
where the reactor operator is concerned his employees are in the
same position as ordinary third parties. It follows that the
limitation in amount of liability to £5,000,000 by the Nuclear
Installations (Licensing and Insurance) Act, 1959, is inclusive
of third party claims (whether for persons or property) and
employer's liability claims from the nuclear reactor operator's
employees.
Attention has been drawn to possible difficulties in determin-
ing the date of the happening of an incident giving rise to
liability on the part of a reactor operator. It is not yet known
what arrangements will be made for dealing with claims put
forward after the expiry of ten years from the date of an
incident, provided always that such date can be properly deter-
mined. It is conceivable that in such circumstances it might be
decided to use the facilities of the insurance market in order
to handle claims, rather than to set up expensive independent
arrangements. It can be foreseen that after a serious incident a
point might be reached when third party and employers*
liability claims approached the aggregate of £5,000,000 up to
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